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Curatorial Statem
ent

Our jury for It’s In Your Head received a flood of over 300 entries from 150 artists in 25 states
and 5 countries including Canada, England, Israel, Russia, and the U.S. This by far breaks all
records for exhibit submissions at Manifest. I cannot say for certain what caused this unpre-
dictable and delightful jump in submissions. However, we suspected a show exploring traditional
and non-traditional approaches to portraiture would prove interesting. Indeed it has.

We identify each other primarily by using the head and face as reference. We speak to each
other’s heads, and from our own. The head is the grand central station of all our worldly activi-
ties, even for, as many suggest, our sexuality. The head is not just the proverbial superficial cover
of a book. Rather it is the cockpit for our intellectual database, our conceptual drive train, which
is the truest hinge between our better and worse sides as individuals and as a specie.

In the head, after all, reside the “windows into the soul”. If there is such a thing as divinity, then
it’s in our heads. It follows then that the opposite would also be true. And if there exists any
means of judging such intimate glimpses, it’s in your head. 

To narrow over 300 entries down to 18 is no simple matter. Nevertheless our jury and curatorial
process offers up these twelve artists’ insights from inside their own heads into yours.

Jason Franz
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Jessica B
echtel

cincinnati, ohio
H

eld
oil on panel, 48” x 36”, 2006
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ichael N

icho
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bow
ling green, kentucky

Celia
pastel on paper, 20” x 15”, 2006
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Selections from the 2006 
National Drawing Annual

curated by Jason Franz
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The National Drawing Annual project was conceived as an effort to support the recognition, documentation,
and publication of excellent, current, and relevant works of drawing in the United States and beyond. It is an
extension of Manifest’s Drawing Center mission, which promotes, features, and explores drawing as a rich and
culturally significant art form through the pursuit of scholarly activities.

For the 2006 NDA Manifest received over 350 works from 121 artists in 27 states and six countries. The exhib-
it-in-print publication will include 68 works by 33 artists from 16 states and four countries, including England,
Russia, Scotland, and the U.S. 

This second edition of the publication and corresponding Selections exhibit marks a key event for Manifest and
the NDA. If two points make a line, and a line possesses a trajectory, then with the NDA in its second year we
now have a clear idea of where the project is headed long term. With a significant increase in the number of
entries, artists selected, and works included, the NDA is proving quite successful. Furthermore, the quality of
work continues to meet the very high standards of our jury, which involves a multi-part and intense process
supported by professional and academic advisors.

Interestingly, this year’s annual will contain more abstraction than the prior year. And this Selections exhibit
reflects that trend, with only two out of eight works containing recognizable subject matter. 

All eight works included in this exhibit suggest systems and organic processes through which things are
changed or in the process of changing. This underlying theme also permeates the entire NDA project, and is
for the most part a coincidental unity that arose out of the blind scoring of our jury based on quality (not per-
sonal preference). We view this, at least initially, as being indicative of the foremost thinking of contemporary
artists as they approach drawing as an art form.

These eight works, by eight artists from Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Ohio, West Virginia, and
Leicestershire, England are offered as prime representatives of the 68 exceptional works of drawing included in
the 2006 National Drawing Annual.
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on silk, 25” x 31” x 3”, 2006
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K
erry W

alto
n 

leicestershire, england
Trip

tych 1
cartridge paper, black ink, and

tracing paper, 8.5” x 12”, 2006
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